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Date

Dear __________,

On [Date of your race] I will be taking on the challenge of running ___ miles at [Name of your race].  I will be running with a group called “Run for Philly’s Future”.  We are running and raising funds to support a program, called Students Run Philly Style, that is tackling childhood obesity, low graduation rates & youth violence with a unique combination of long distance running & mentorship.  Youth in this program train alongside adult mentors for nine months in order to complete a marathon or half marathon.  As mentor and student take on the challenge of a 26.2 mile race together they discover the strength and potential of both their body and mind.  To date, Students Run has served over 1200 youth.

 The statistics for youth in Philadelphia are alarming.  Over 50% of children are obese or at risk for becoming so and almost half of high school students do not graduate in four years.  I truly believe in what Students Run is doing to provide a brighter future for Philadelphia’s youth.  I hope you will join me in supporting their mission.

The results for youth like 16-year-old Gabriel from North Philly have been powerful.  Gabriel began running with his Students Run mentor last year and the experience changed his life.  In addition to losing 35 pounds, he applied the goal-setting he learned through running to the classroom, improving his grades and setting his sights on college, something he never thought possible.  Gabriel proudly crossed the finish line of the Philadelphia Marathon last year and proved to himself that he really can do anything. [If you have a personal connection with Students Run Philly Style or its mission, write about it!]
I have set a personal goal to raise $____ toward this effort.  As I race, you will be with me in spirit, and your sponsorship will inspire me to be stronger and faster. A donation of __ dollars per mile ($___) is suggested, but whatever you can do to contribute matters…it all adds up! Your support will help go directly to helping Students Run Philly Style provide services for more youth.  Together, we can truly make a difference.

You may make a tax deductible donation online at my fundraising page: ________________ or mail your donation with the enclosed pledge form by ________ so I can monitor my fundraising efforts (checks can be made to “Students Run Philly Style”). I will continue to accept donations until the day of the race.    

Thank you so much for your support and generosity!

With much gratitude,

